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PRESS RELEASE

Friday, 7th September 2007

EMBARGO to 12.01am Tuesday, 11th Sept 2007

ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards 2008

Minster John Gormley launches ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards 2008 and encourages Irish youth to go green

Minister John Gormley is officially launching ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards 2008 today (Wednesday, 12th September) at 4pm in ENFO, 17 St. Andrew Street, Dublin 2. The Minister wishes to encourage as many 12-18 year olds, teachers and leaders in Ireland to register and take part in the YEA 2008. 

The launch coincides with a free exhibition of 2007 prize-winning projects, which are on display until the 21st of September in ENFO. It is a chance to be inspired by some of the most innovative and impressive environmental projects in the country. 

“We are extremely delighted to have Minister Gormley launching the Young Environmentalist Awards 2008 as it’s a way of recognising the great work that has been carried out by young people all over Ireland and to encourage new participants to get involved in environmental action projects.” Comments Elaine Nevin, ECO-UNESCO’s National Director.

This year, an exciting new training opportunity is available to all registered YEA 2008 leaders and teachers. The training will take place in September and October and early registration is advisable, as places are limited.   The training sessions look at how to carry out an environmental action project with young people by using the YEA manual and will be held in various locations including Dublin, Belfast, Galway, Cork and Athlone. Young people registered in the YEA 2008 will also have the chance to attend workshops aimed at helping get their projects underway from the 3rd to 14th of September in ENFO. 

For those who are interested in finding out more about the Young Environmentalist Awards 2008 and booking places at the training days, please contact Joanne Pender, Young Environmentalist Awards Coordinator on + 353 1 662 5491 or at yea@ecounesco.ie or visit www.ecounesco.ie 
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Contact:

For further information and photos, please contact Joanne Pender, 

ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards Coordinator at 01 6625491, or email yea@ecounesco.ie 
Notes to Editors:

ABOUT ECO-UNESCO

ECO-UNESCO is Ireland's environmental education and youth organisation. The organisation aims to raise environmental awareness, promote the protection and conservation of the environment and promote the personal development of young people. ECO-UNESCO is affiliated to the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (W.F.U.C.A).

ECO-UNESCO runs three core programmes - the Environmental Youth Programme, which includes events and activities, workshops and ECO clubs for young people; the Education and Training Programme including one-day training courses on environmental education and FETAC accredited modules; and the Young Environmentalist Awards Programme, an all-island environmental awards scheme. ECO-UNESCO also produces education resources to support teachers and youth leaders to introduce environmental education in their activities with young people. 

For further information visit: www.ecounesco.ie
ABOUT THE YEA

ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards (YEA) is an all Ireland environmental awards programme for young people. The Awards honour the work of young people between the ages of 12 and 18 who protect, conserve and enhance our environment through local environmental projects, making a difference to their lives and the lives of others locally and globally. The YEA is a fun and exciting way to empower young people to become better citizens, to build awareness of environmental issues in their locality and promote simple actions and lifestyle changes to improve the environment for all.

YEA 2008 TIMELINE
· Registration deadline: 30th November

· Exhibition of short-listed projects in 2007: 27th August to 20th September

· Closing Date for completed projects:  29th February 2008 
· Judging Process: Throughout March/April 2008
· Showcase and Awards Ceremony: May 2008
YEA 2008 TRAINING DATES

 

Workshops for Young People:
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	3rd  - 7th Sept 

Mon - Fri
	11am – 12.30 pm

or

1.30pm -3pm

 

(2 workshops per day)
	ENFO, 17 St. Andrew Street, Dublin 2.

	10th – 14th Sept

Mon – Fri 
	11am – 12.30 pm

or

1.30pm -3pm

 

(2 workshops per day)
	ENFO, 17 St. Andrew Street, Dublin 2.


 

Training for Teachers and Leaders: 

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	15th Sept ‘07
	11am – 1pm

 
	ENFO, 17 St. Andrew Street, Dublin 2.

	22nd Sept ‘07
	11am – 1pm
	Athlone Civic Centre, Church Street, Athlone, Co. Westmeath

	29th Sept ‘07
	11am – 1pm
	Cork City Library, 57-61 Grand Parade, Cork City, Co. Cork

	13th Oct ‘07
	11am – 1pm
	Westside Library, Seamus Quirke Road, Galway, Co. Galway.

	20th Oct
	11am – 1pm
	Belfast Central Library, Royal Avenue, Belfast, Antrim, BT1 1EA.
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